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THIS WEEK IN THE MARKETS... 


@ Fabricators shipped equivalent of 114,392 tons of copper to customers in November. 


@ Tin sharply lower in all trading centers on selling pressure in narrow market. 


@ Quicksilver for nearby delivery strengthens on light offerings — Platinum steadies. 


COPPER—Domestic average 29.700c, ref’y. 


There was no slackening in the demand for copper. The 
trade feels that anticipatory buying based on general 
optimism over the outlook for early next year was a 
factor in the sustained demand for the metal. In the 
European sector buyers are still paying a premium over 
the U.S. basis on fair tonnages. 


A few consumers here would like to obtain additional 
tonnages of copper from the Government’s reserve for 
January shipment. However, no one expects that such 
requests will be honored. With production of copper in- 
creasing, it is expected that nervousness over the supply 
situation will end soon. 


O The fabricators’ statistics for November showed that 


their customers obtained 114,392 tons of copper during 
the month, against 116,232 tons in October. The daily 
rate of shipments for November was 3,813 tons, against 
3,749 tons in the preceding month. Fabricators’ stocks of 
copper on Nov. 30 totaled 335,315 tons, up 4,528 tons from 
Oct. 31. 


The copper statistics that appear on page 6 were revised 
late yesterday. Refined production in the U.S. for No- 
vember totaled 114,966 tons instead of 118,949 tons. De- 
liveries were cut back to 118,925 tons from 122,908 tons. 


LEAD—l5c, N.Y. (f.a.s. Gulf 13-13%c) 


Demand for lead was fairly active last week, with sales 
in the domestic market totaling 10,036 tons. This com- 
pares with 3,246 tons sold in the preceding week. Con- 
sumption of lead has been holding up well here as well 
as abroad. A rather firm London market helped buyers 
make up their minds in entering the market at this time. 
Quite a few sales were made on an average price basis. 
There was some irregularity in the f.a.s. Gulf quotations, 
which settled at 13 to 13%c per pound. The London mar- 
ket (LME) settled yesterday at £104% per long ton bid, 
equivalent to a shade under 13c per pound. 


ZINC—11 4c, East St. Louis (f.a.s. Gulf 934c) 


Consumers were in the market for fair tonnages of zinc 
for early 1955 shipment. The die casting grade was in 
special demand, reflecting the high rate of consumption 
in the automobile industry. Galvanizers who purchased 
heavy tonnages several months ago are beginning to show 
more interest in the market. The undertone here remains 
steady. Deliveries of zinc on Government account for 
November were somewhat larger than originally re- 
ported in the statistics for the month. 


The Bureau of Mines estimated October consumption of 
slab zinc at 79,545 tons, the highest total since June 1953. 
Zinc-base alloys had the greatest gain, increasing in use 
by 24% over September. 


PLATINUM—Week’s average $79.50 per oz. 


The platinum market firmed up a little in the past week. 
Reports suggest less metal has been coming in from 
Europe. Our appraisal of the average price for wholesale 
lots during the week is $79.50. The range of prices during 
the week has been $78 to $84. 


TIN—86‘4c, prompt, N.Y. 


Prompt Straits quality tin on the N.Y. market declined 
from 89c on Dec. 16 to 855¢c Dec. 21. Most observers feef 
that the surplus of metal and the realization that the In- 
ternational Tin Agreement would not become operative 
for some time are mainly responsible. The presence of 
metal purchased with transferable sterling (sterling 
bought at lower than the official dollar rate) has been 
instrumental in reducing the price both here and in Lon- 
don, The doubt cast on French signing of the tin agree- 
ment further depressed the LME price on Dec. 21 and 
the first session Dec. 22. On the second session London 
firmed up to £687 cash bid and New York to 86%4c. 


QUICKSILVER—$320-$322, N.Y. 


Except for some dealer interest in nearby metal, the 
market was inactive. Consumers were virtually out of 
the market. Prompt and nearby quicksilver was firmer 
last week at $320 to $322 per flask of 76-lb, up $2 from a 
week ago. 

The Mexican authorities issued a decree on Dec. 15 to 
the effect that all exports of quicksilver from Mexico 
must be licensed. 


SILVER—85'4c, N.Y. (London 744d) 


Offerings of foreign silver have not been pressing on the 
market and the price situation remains firm. 
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Stable U. S. Zinc Industry 
Likely for 1955, Young Says 


With recent adoption and subsequent 
execution of President Eisenhower's 
mineral policy, the zinc industry will be 
on a more stable basis during 1955 than 
at any time since the outbreak of the 
Korean conflict, in the opinion of How- 
ard I. Young, president of the American 
Zinc, Lead and Smelting Co. 

“Government stockpiling of zinc and 
lead during 1954 had the tendency to 
make for more stable prices,” Mr. Young 
holds, “and the President's stated policy 
should continue to be of benefit 
throughout the coming year.” 

“Contributing toward a more stable 
price structure during 1955 is the an- 
ticipation that heavy imports will be re- 
duced as foreign consumption of slab 
zine improves,” according to Mr. Young, 
who adds: “It now appears reasonably 
certain that foreign consumption will be 
substantially higher in 1955 than it was 
during the past year. 

“The outlook is for zinc sales in 1955 
to be at least equal to and probably 
somewhat better than in 1954; there 
should be considerably improved de- 
mand for those products that go into 
highway construction—mainly zinc cov- 
ered sheets, mine by-products and 
stone. 


“Barring a serious drought, it is my 
feeling that agricultural purchases of 
fertilizer and farm equipment, including 
zinc-coated sheets and wire, will be 
greater in 1955. This will be of material 
aid to business. 

“The zinc industry’s program to ex- 
pand the uses for its products is another 
factor which should contribute to a 
more stabilized price structure during 
the coming year. Expenditures of the 
American Zinc Institute for product de- 
velopment have been substantially in- 
creased for 1955. This program repre- 
sents the number one objective of the 
Institute during the coming years. 

““In pursuance of this objective, in- 
dividual companies, such as our own, 
are stepping up their research and de- 
velopment programs.” 
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U.S. Tin imports 


Tin imported into the U.S. during Au- 
gust and September, in long tons, ac- 
cording to the Department of Com- 
merce: 

Ore (tin content) Sept. 


Bolivia .... oo & 1.659 
DD sisdleicevebes 605 
Other ... sdeotecsoase 22 


Metal: 
Belgian Congo .. 


Netherlands 
United Kingdom .... 


2,286 
120 
425 

3,190 
366 
382 
118 


4,60 


Total imports ......... . 6,88 
+ 


Prain Calls N.Y. Meeting 


Ronald L. Prain, chairman of the 
board of Roan Antelope Copper Mines 
Ltd., and Rhodesian Selection Trust 
Ltd., has issued invitations to the stock- 
holders of the two companies to meet 
informally at the Downtown Athletic 
Club, 18 West St., New York, at 4 p.m. 
on Thursday, Feb. 3, 1955. 


St. Lawrence Power to Alcoa 


Aluminum Company of America will 
purchase about one-third of all electric- 
ity generated during the early years of 
operation by the hydroelectric facilities 
to be built on the St. Lawrence River 
by the New York State Power Author- 
ity. 

Robert Moses, chairman of the Power 
Authority, announced the tentative 
agreement in a speech last week. Alcoa 
operates a smelter at Massena, N. Y., 
near the site of the hydroelectric power 
facilities. 

. 


Kenya Graphite Producer 


Shah Vershi Devshi & Co., Thika, 
Kenya Colony, Africa, has brought a 
new flake graphite mine into produc- 
tion with an estimated output of 50 tons 
a month, 
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Sulphur Supply Now Ample, 
President of Freeport Holds 


Production of sulphur in the U.S. from 
all sources in 1954 reached an estimated 
6,600,000 long tons, 350,000 tons more 
than in 1953, according to Langbourne 
M. Williams, president of Freeport Sul- 
phur Co. Most of this production came 
from 13 salt dome deposits in Louisiana 
and Texas mined by the Frasch hot- 
water process. 

“The sulphur industry in 1955 will be 
in a strong position to supply the needs 
of consumers,” Mr. Williams said. “Pro- 
ductive capacity is ample to meet all 
demands, both domestic and export.” 

Sulphur is one of industry's most 
widely used raw materials. In one or 
another form, it is indispensable in the 
production of newsprint, chemicals, fer- 
tilizer, steel, gasoline, rubber, rayon, 
paints and pigments and many other 
necessities. 

The estimate of 6,600,000 long tons of 
sulphur produced in 1954 is based on 
preliminary figures. Of the total an es- 
timated 5,450,000 tons is Frasch process 
sulphur, 350,000 tons is sulphur recov- 
ered from gases, 400,000 tons is sulphur 
contained in pyrites, and 400,000 tons is 
sulphur in various forms from other 
sources. 

Output of Frasch sulphur was about 
300,000 tons more than in the previous 
year. The gain was made possible by 
the successful operation of Garden Is- 
land Bay, Freeport’s new mine at the 
mouth of the Mississippi. This $14-mil- 
lion mining plant, completed late in 
1953, produced in excess of 500,000 tons 
in 1954. 

Output of non-Frasch sulphur in- 
creased about 50,000 tons over the pre- 
vious year. A total of ten projects for 
recovery of sulphur from sour natural 
gas and refinery gases and for produc- 
tion of sulphur in various other forms 
went into production or neared comple- 
tion in 1954. 

As 1955 begins, efforts to add further 
to the sulphur supply are continuing. 
These include a new Frasch project at 
Chacahoula dome in Louisiana and eight 
other projects of various types 


Resigns from Climax 


Arthur Linz, vice president of Climax 
Molybdenum Co., has resigned to open 
offices as a technical consultant at 551 
Fifth Ave., N. Y. Mr. Linz joined Cli- 
max in 1936 as a chemical engineer. He 
is the inventor and patentee of molybdie 
oxide briquettes. ’ 

. 


Canco Purchasing Changes 


W. K. Schmalzriedt, formerly assist- 
ant manager of the tinplate division of 
the American Can Co.’s general pur- 
chasing department, has been named 
manager, succeeding W. J. Koslow, who 
has retired. 

D. C. Storch, formerly assistant man- 
ager of the company’s Atlantic division 
for tinplate purchases, has been named 
to succeed Mr. Schmalzriedt. 
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Miscellaneous Metals 


Quotations cover wholesale lots, f.o.b. 
New York, unless otherwise specified. 


ALUMINUM — Per Ib., base price, f.o.b. 
shipping point, (freight aliowed): 30 lb. 
ingot, 99% plus, 22.2c.; in pigs, 204c. 


Base prices on aluminum ingot of 
higher purity: 99.75%, 22.7c.; 99.8%, 
23.2c.; 99.85%, 24.2c.; 99.9%, 25.2c. 


ANTIMONY — Cents per lb. 99%% 
grade: 

Domestic Domestic 

Boxed(a) Bulk(b) 

New York Laredo 
Dec, 16 ieuavdeesoses. ae 28.500 
Dee. 17 _ 31.910 28.500 
Dec. 18 bos 31.970 28.500 
Dec. 20 . 1.970 28.500 
Dee, 21 31.270 28.500 
Dee. 22 , sécsee 81.970 28.500 

(a) Boxed (224 Ib.), 10,000 Ib. or more but 

less than carload. (b) In bulk, carload, f.o.b. 
Laredo; boxed one-half cent extra 


BISMUTH — Per Iib., in ton lots, $2.25. 
CADMIUM — Per lb., delivered. 


Commercial 
Sticks 


Special 
(a) Shapes 
16 ~+» $1.70 $1.70 

. 17 1.70 1.70 
18 1.70 1.70 

. 20 : 1.70 1.70 
2 1.70 1.70 

. 22 ‘ 1.70 1.70 


(a) Special shapes to platers 


CALCIUM — Per lb., in ton lots. cast in 
slabs and small pieces, $2.05. 


CHROMIUM — Per lb., 97% grade, 0.5% 
C, $1.16; 9-11% C, $1.25. (Usually sold as 
chrome-metal.) 

Electrolytic chromium, commercial 
grade, 99% min., fw.b. Niagara Falls, 
N. Y., per lb.: $1.16. 


COBALT—Per lb., rondelies or granules, 
in 500 to 600 lb. containers, $2.6C; in 100 
ib. containers, $2.62; less than 100 Ib. 
containers, $2.67. Prices ex. docks or 
store N. Y. or Niagara Falls. 

Cobalt fines, $2.60 per lb. of Co con- 
tained, f.o.b. N. Y. or Niagara Falls, 
standard package of 650 lb. 
COLUMBIUM — No quotation. Pricing 
“subject to special terms.” 


GALLIUM — Per gram, in 1,000 gram 
lots, $3; 1 to 999 grams, $3.25. 


GERMANIUM -— Per ib., $295. 
INDIUM — Per oz. troy. 99.9%, $2.25. 
IRIDIUM — Per oz. troy, $130@$135. 


LITHIUM — Per lb. 98%, $11@$14, de- 
pending on quantity. 

MAGNESIUM — Per lb., 10,000 Ib. lots: 
Pig ingot 998%, Freeport, Tex., 27c.; 
Port Newark, N. J. or Madison, III, 
28.2c. Notched ingot, Freeport, 27%c.; 
Port Newark or Madison, 29c. 


MANGANESE~—Per lb., delivered, 95.5% 
Mn, 2 in. x down, carloads, bulk, 45c.; 
packed, 46%c. 

Electrolytic, per lb., f.o.b. Knoxville, 
Tenn., with freight allowed east of 
Mississippi; Min. 999% Mn.; Carload 
30c.; ton lots, 32c. Premium for hydro- 
gen-removed metal 0.75c. per pound. 


MOLYBDENUM — Per Ib., 99% $3.00. 


NICKEL — Per lb., electrolytic cathodes, 
f.0.b. Port Colborne, Ont., contract price, 
64%c, U.S. import duty included. Nickel 
oxide sinter, 60%c per lb. of nickel con- 
tent, f.0.b. Copper Cliff. 


OSMIUM — Per oz., $140, nominal. 
PALLADIUM — Per oz. troy, $17@$21. 


PLATINUM—Per oz. troy, $78@$84. Our 
appraisal of week’s average $79.50. 


QUICKSILVER — Per flask of 76 lb., 
$320@$322. 


RADIUM — Per mg. radium content, 
$16@$21.50, as to quantity. 


RHODIUM — Per oz. troy, $125. 
RUTHENIUM — Per oz. troy, $60@$65. 


SELENIUM — Per lb. Producers’ price, 
$5; distributors, 100-Ib. lots, $6. 


SILICON — Per lb., minimum, 97 per- 
cent Si, maximum 1 percent Fe, crushed, 
carload lots, in bulk, 18%4c. 


SODIUM Per lb., carload lots, in 
drums, 1644c.; less than carload lots, 17c. 


TANTALUM Per kilo, base price, 
$137 for rod; sheet, $93. 


TELLURIUM — Per Ib., $1.75. 
THALLIUM — Per lb., $12.50. 


TITANIUM ~— Per lb., Grade A-1, 99.3% 
plus, maximum .3% iron, $4.50, f.o.b 
Newport, Del. (On maximum 5% iron, 
$4.00). Effective Dec. 1, 1954. 


TUNGSTEN — Per lb., 98.8% minimum 
1,000 Ib. lots, $4.40, nominal. Hydrogen 
reduced, 99.9% plus $4.65. 


ZIRCONIUM — Per lb., powder, $7. 


Metallic Ores 


Prices in tons of 2,000 lbs., or “units” 
of 20 lb., unless otherwise stated. 


ANTIMONY ORE-—Per unit of antimony 
contained, 50 to 55 percent, $2.80@$3.00; 
55 to 60 percent $3.00@$3.20; 60 to 65 
percent $3.90@$4.20 


BERYLLIUM ORE — Per unit BeO con- 
tained, 10-12% f.o.b. mine, Colorado, 
$46@$48, depending on quantity. 
Special domestic GSA price at depots 
in North Carolina, South Dakota, and 
New Hampshire for lots up to 25 tons 
per year, per short ton unit BeO: 8- 
8.9°%, $40; 9.0-9.9%, $45; 10% or more, 
$50. Larger lots subject to negotiation. 


Imported ore, per short ton unit of 
BeO, c.i.f. U.S. ports, basis 10% to 12% 
BeO, $39@$40. 


CHROME ORE—Per long ton, dry basis, 
subject to penalties if guarantees are not 
met, f.o.b. cars N. Y., Phila., Balt., ete. 


Rhodesian 
48% CreOs, 3to 1 ratio lump (b)$43.00@$44.00 
48% CreOs, 2.8 to 1 ratio. . (b)$40.00@$41.00 
48% CreOs, no ratio (b) $32.00 @$33.00 
South African (Transvaal) : 
48 CreQOz, no ratio 
44 CreOx, no ratio 
Turkish (basis 48% 3 to 1) 
Min. 48% CrO:, 3 to 1 ratio, lump. .$46@$47 
Min. 46% CrO>s, 3 to 1 ratio, lump. .$43@$44 
Pakistan (Baluchistan) : 
48% CreOs, 3 to 1 ratio (a)$43@$44 


(a) Nominal. (b) Long term contracts 


. .$32.00@$33.00 
$22.00 @ $23.00 


Dec. 23,1954 © E&MJ Metal & Mineral Markets 





COBALT ORE — Per lb. of cobalt con- 
tained, f.o.b. Cobalt, Ont. 9% grade, 
$1.30; 10%, $1.40; 11%, $1.50; 12%, $1.60. 


COLUMBIUM ~- TANTALUM ORE — 
Special DMPA domestic purchase price 
delivered f.o.b. depots in North Caro- 
lina, New Hampshire, and South Da- 
kota, minimum Cbe05-Ta2Os in any 
ratio, per lb. acceptable material, $1.70 
plus 100% bonus, equivalent to $3.40 per 
Ib. of combined contained pentoxide in 
50% ore. 


IRON ORE — Per long ton, Lower Lake 
ports. Lake Superior ore: 


Mesabi non-bessemer, 51% percent 
iron, $9.90. Old Range, non-bessemer, 
$10.15. 


Mesabi, bessemer, 51% percent iron, 
$10.05. Old Range, bessemer, $10.30. 


Eastern ores, cents per long ton unit, 
delivered at furnaces: Foundry and 
basic, 56@62%, 17@18c. 


Swedish, 60@68% (contracts), per 
unit, 22c. plus, depending on grade, c.if. 
Atlantic ports. 


Brazilian, per gross ton, 68.5% iron, 
f.0.b. port of shipment: Contracts $12.00; 
nearby business $12.25@$12.50. 


MANGANESE ORE — Possible “barter” 
deals in manganese for grains attracted 
interest. Market firmer. 


Indian ore was quotable at 78@80c per 
long ton unit of Mn, c.if. U.S. ports, 
duty extra, basis 46 to 48% Mn, nearby 


On long-term contracts for ore from 
various sources, 46@48% Mn, quotations 
nominal at 75@78c, c.i.f. U.S. ports, duty 
extra. 


Low iron, 48% Mn (max. 2% Fe), 90c 
per long ton unit of Mn, duty paid. 

Chemical grade, per ton, coarse or fine, 
minimum 84 per cent MnOoz, carloads, in 
drums $96; burlap bags $90.50. f.o.b. 
Philadelphia. 


MOLYBDENUM ORE — Per lb. of con- 
tained Mo, f.o.b. Cl max, Colo., plus cost 
of containers, $1.05. (Previously quoted 
on MoS, basis). 


TITANIUM ORE—Per gross ton, ilme- 
nite, 595% TiOs, f.0.b. Atlantic sea- 
board, $18@$20, nominal. 

Rutile, per lb., minimum 94% concen- 
trate, 7@74c. 


TUNGSTEN ORE — Per short ton unit 
of WOs3, concentrates of known good 
analysis, basis 60%: 

Foreign ore, per short ton unit of WOs, 
nearby arrival, c.if. U.S. ports, duty 
extra: Wolfram. $25.75@$26.25; scheelite 
$28.50@$29.00. 


Western high grade scheelite concen- 
trate, $63 per unit, f.o.b. mine. 

North Carolina high grade concen- 
trate, $63 per unit, f.o.b. mine. 

London, per long ton unit of WOs, 
buying prices, good ore: Wolfram 
195s bid, 200s asked. 


VANADIUM ORE — Per lb. V20s5 con- 
tained, domestic, 3lc., f.0.b. mine. 
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CHROME ORES 





E. A. GODOY & CO., INC. 


CUNARD BUILDING, 25 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK 4, WN. Y. 


SALES AGENTS 
REPRESENTING PRODUCERS OF 


MANGANESE ORES 


IRON ORES 











ZIRCON ORE (sand) — Per long ton, 
cif. Atlantic seaboard, minimum 65 
percent ZrO,, $48@$49. 


Metallic Compounds 


ANTIMONY TRIOXIDE — Per Ib., car- 
load lots, in bags, 29c.; less than carload, 
30%c. 


ARSENIOUS OXIDE (arsenic trioxide), 
refined, white, min. 99%, per Ib., 54c. 
in barrels carload lots delivered. 


COBALT OXIDE — Ceramic grade 72% 
to 73%% Co, $1.96 per Ib. east of Missis- 
sippi and $1.98% per lb. west of Missis- 
sippi. Quotations are for oxide packed 
in 350-lb. containers. 





Tungsten 
Tin 
Antimony 


BUYERS 


Tungsten Concentrates, Tungsten Tin 
Concentrates * Mixed Tungsten Ores 
* Tungsten Tailings, Scrap, Tips, 
Grindings * Tin Concentrates — Tin 
Dross, Tin Furnace Bottoms. 


Tungsten Concentrates to Buyers’ 
Specifications * Tungsten Salts, 
Tungsten Powder * Tungsten Rods 
and Wires * Tin Ingots, Tin Oxides, 
Tin Chlorides. 

. 


233 BROADWAY... NEW YORK 7, W. Y. 
Plant: Glen Cove, N.Y. 
Cable Address: WAHCHANG NEW YORK 
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COPPER SULPHATE — Per Ib., in car- 
load lots, 10.35c., large or small crystals, 
f.o.b. N. Y. 


GERMANIUM OXIDE — Per Ib., $142. 
* 


Rolled Metals, Etc. 


BRASS — Cents per lb. (base prices) 
Sheet Wire Rods 
Yellow Brass aa 42.81 a33.50 
Best quality brass... 43.65 44.19 
. 495 45.49 
45.89 46.43 
47.92 
voce 48.28 

(a) Free cutting 


CADMIUM —Per lb. Special shapes, to 
platers, $1.70. 


COPPER — Per Ib. Sheets, over 20 in. 
wide, 48.76c., rolls 20 in. and under, 
46.79c.; Wire, bare, carload lots f.o.b. 
mills 35.98c. 


LEAD SHEETS —Per \b., full rolled, 
140 sq. ft. 20c. 


MONEL METAL — Per \b. (base prices) 
Standard cold-rolled sheet, 78c.; cold- 
rolled strip, 87c. Rods, hot-rolled 69c. 


NICKEL — Per |b. (base prices) sheets, 
cold-rolled, $1.02; rods, hot-rolled, 87c. 


NICKEL SILVER — Per I\b., sheets, 10 
percent, 56.30c.; 18 percent, 60.08c.; wire 
and rods, 10 percent, 58.63c. 


PHOSPHOR BRONZE — Per lb., sheets, 
5 percent tin, 67.28c.; wire and rods, 5 
percent 67.78c.; 10 percent 74.09c. 


ZINC — Per \b., carload lots f.o.b. mill 
(base price): Sheet 23c.; ribbon 19@ 
20%c.; plates 18@21%c., depending on 
size. 


ZINC DIE-CASTING ALLOY — Ingot, 
per lb.,.carload iots, delivered, 15%c. 


United States Gold Price 

The price paid by the United States 
Treasury for gold purchased by the 
mints continued at $35 per troy ounce 
of fine gold, less % of 1 percent. 

Actual payment by the United States Treas- 
ury for gold in imported and domestic ore or 
concentrate is at 99.75 percent of the price 


quoted by the Treasury, which at present is 
equal to $34.9125 per ounce. 





Chrome Ore Consumption 
Rose During Third Quarter 


During the third quarter of 1954, US. 
consumption of chrome ore for metal- 
lurgical purposes increased 13% over 
the second quarter, according to the 
Bureau of Mines, September consump- 
tion of all chrome ore rose 14% com- 
pared with August, and was 4% higher 
than the average monthly consumption 
for the nine-months’ period of the cur- 
rent year. Metallurgical consumption 
gained 25%, refractory dropped 2% and 
chemical rose 7%. 

Mine and mill shipments of domestic 
chrome ore in September totaled 12,764 
tons, making the total for the nine 
months 118,000 tons. During all of 1953, 
domestic output was estimated at 58,817 
tons. On a dry weight basis, September 
shipments from California totaled 1,837 
tons, Montana 9,151 tons, and Oregon 
1,185 tons. The average chromic oxide 
content of domestic production was 41%. 

Chrome ore statistics of the Bureau of 
Mines for 1953 and the Jan.-Sept. period 
of 1954, figures in short tons, are sum- 
marized as follows: 


Jan.-Sept 
1954 


1953 
58,817 
2,226,610 
. 2,285,427 
. 1,335,755 


118,000 
1,212,347 
1,320,347 

650,506 


Domestic output 

Imports . 

Total new supply 

Consumption 

Industry stocks 
Metallurgical 
Refractory .. 
Chemical 148,258 178,201 


Totals 1,015,878 1,302,402 
(a) Stocks on hand Dec. 31, 1953. 


Total imports of chrome ore in Sep- 
tember amounted to 174,573 long tons 
(gross weight), of which 18,542 tons was 
metallurgical, 37,622 tons refractory, and 
18,409 tons chemical. 

Imports of chrome ore into the U.S. 
during September and the nine months 
ended September, in long tons, accord- 
ing to the Bureau of the Census: 

Sept. Jan.-Sept 


607,724 
259,896 


855,707 
258,494 





Metallurgical grade: 

Federation of Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland 9,042 

Iran : - 

New Caledonia = 

Pakistan 1,500 

Philippines - 

Sierra Leone 

Turkey . 

Union of So, Africa .... 


Total metallurgical .. 


Fed. of Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland 
Greece 
India 
Philippines 
Union of So. Africa .. 


Total refractory .... 
Chemical grade: 

Union of So. Africa .. 
Totals, all grades 


Magnesium Mill Products 


Net shipments of magnesium mill 
products in October totaled 1,002,000 
pounds, which compares with 1,183,000 
pounds in September, the Bureau of the 
Census reports. The monthly survey is 
based on information supplied to the 
Bureau by eleven companies. 
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Copper Statistics — January-November 1954 


Following is a summary of the Jan.-Nov. copper statistics of Copper Institute, 


figures in short tons: 


UNITED STATES 


7-—Crude Production, 
Secondary 


Primary 


76,912 
68,034 
73,429 
70,977 
71,571 
74,113 
66,070 
52,825 
61,827 
68,479 
91,094 


8,652 


Stocks 
Refined 
at End 


108,121 
118,417 
125,759 
124,523 
82,111 
69,181 
68,921 
58,387 
47 666 
32,515 
36,215 


Refined Deliveries to 
Production Fabricators 


111,553 77,091 
103,496 89,017 
117,546 95,795 
112,617 104,579 
108,403 111,005 
112,121 106,252 
107 ,095 97 A36 
103,901 92,475 
87 874 89,198 
92,258 (b) 105,293 
118,949 (b) 122,908 


OUTSIDE UNITED STATES 


7——=Crude Production——, Refined 
Secondary 


Primary 


114,652 
109,041 
123,441 
124,846 
118,099 
. 124,503 
. 130,518 
122,656 
125,158 
138,487 
133,420 


January 
February 


October (a) 
November 


531 
702 
583 
176 
262 
266 
358 
801 
506 
350 
358 


Stocks 
Refined 
at End 


280,510 
275,375 
279,804 
273,070 
255,234 
180,651 
170,558 
172,326 
172,048 
177,917 
178,977 


Deliveries to 
Fabricators 


91,941 
74,457 
93,235 
99,193 
115,197 
130,323 
105,281 
103,405 
110,234 
107,193 
108,268 


Production 


85,100 
70,864 
93,824 
87,747 
95,564 
88,615 
105,827 
100,437 
107,489 
104,396 
107,000 


Note: The statistics do not balance largely because of deliveries to the U.S. stockpile. Produc- 


tion of Cuba and the Philippines included under U. § 


delivered from Government stocks 


(a) Corrected. (b) Includes tonnages 





U.S. Fluorspar Consumption 
Declined in Third Quarter 


Production of fluorspar in the U.S. in 
the third quarter of 1954 continued to 
decline, with output and shipments of 
54,934 tons and 55,956 tons, respectively, 
the Bureau of Mines reports. In the 
third quarter of 1953, production totaled 
82,918 tons and shipments were 80,554 
tons. 

General imports declined from 88,387 
tons in the second quarter to 78,137 tons 
in the third quarter. In the third quar- 
ter of 1953 total imports amounted to 
108,775 tons. 

Consumption of fluorspar (domestic 
and foreign) in the third quarter to- 
taled 117,930 tons, which compares with 
120,289 tons in the second quarter of the 
current year and 144,574 tons in the 
July-Sept. period of 1953. Consumption 
in the third quarter of 1953 and 1954, in 
tons, by industries: 

July-Sept. 
1954 
44,327 
60,046 
7,062 


1,349 
5,146 


144,574 117,930 


Stocks at consumers’ plants on Sept. 
30 were estimated at 150,733 tons, against 
154,264 tons on June 30 and 226,233 tons 
at the end of 1953. 

Domestic mines had 35,650 tons of 
fluorspar on hand on Sept. 30, against 
35,180 tons on June 30 and 30,991 tons 
on Dec. 31, 1953. 


Steel industry 
Hydrofiuoric acid 


U.S. Bauxite Imports 


Imports of bauxite in the third quar- 
ter of 1954 totaled 1,303,563 long tons, 
which compared with 1,319,493 tons in 
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the second quarter and 1,199,205 tons in 
the third quarter of last year, according 
to the Department of Commerce. Of the 
total imported in the third quarter, 31,- 
168 tons was obtained from British 
Guiana, 547,573 tons from Jamaica, and 
724,822 tons from Surinam. 


Ingot Brass Shipments 


Shipments of ingot brass and bronze 
by members of the Defense Council of 
the industry during 1953 and the Jan.- 
Nov. period of 1954, by months, in tons, 
follow: 

1953 


24,423 

. 25,429 
28,256 

. 25,044 
21,660 

. 20,818 
-+»+ 19,321 
-. 20,156 
. 21,463 
22,280 
21,869 


1954 
20,661 
19,920 
23,653 
24,746 
22,269 
22,348 
17,074 
21,684 
22,464 
24,089 
23,061 


January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November p 
December -++» 20,541 
Total .. 271,251 . 
Note: Totals represent in excess of 95% of 
the deliveries of the entire industry 


Secondary Zinc Recovery Up 


Secondary zinc recovered in zinc-base 
products in September rose 13% to 12,- 
236 tons, the highest recovery since 
December 1950, according to the Bureau 
of Mines. 

Receipts of purchased zinc scrap and 
residues in September totaled 17,621 
tons, of which 4,321 tons was skimmings 
and ashes and 4,832 tons was galvaniz- 
ers’ dross. 

Stocks of all types of zinc scrap on 
Sept. 30 totaled 29,434 tons, against 29,- 
244 tons a month previous. 
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WATCH THESE TRENDS 





(A regular feature usually appearing in the third issue each month) 


MAGNESIUM HOT CHAMBER DIE CASTING has been 
developed by Dow Chemical Co. Usually magnesium is 
cast by the cold chamber system. This consisted of ladling 
molten metal by hand from a separate holding pot to a 
well in the casting machine. An operator then activated 
a mechanical pressure cylinder which forced metal into 
the die cavity. 


In the new system, molten metal is supplied automati- 
cally by siphon or gravity flow pipe to a reservoir con- 
taining a piston unit. The piston unit is continually 
supplied with metal because of the constant level in the 
reservoir. Piston forces molten metal through a goose- 
neck into the die cavity at regular intervals. The ma- 
chine, because of automatic metal transfer and injection, 
can be set to operate automatically. 


MONEL GASOLINE FILTERS are being used on the 1955 
Chevrolet. The filter is placed in the gasoline tank to 
keep grit and water from entering the fuel lines. Monel 
is used because it is highly ductile —it can be drawn 
into fine wire and woven into cloth more economically 
than most non-ferrous metals, The ease with which 
Monel is welded also was considered in choosing it for 
the filters. 


ALUMINUM CLAD STEEL WIRE is being produced on 
an experimental basis by Alcoa. The new electrical con- 
ductor combines high conductivity with high strength. 
It is especially useful in applications requiring compact- 
ness, easy workability, and the ability to support itself. 
It has been used experimentally as the lead-in wire from 
pole to the house. 


MAGNESIUM AND ALUMINUM are used in a huge Sig- 
nal Corps camera that can take pictures at a distance of 
more than 30 mi. The camera is more than 7 ft long. 
Magnesium is used for the 58-in. lens barrel and alu- 
minum for the camera body. 


PURE TITANIUM METAL has been produced in the 
laboratories of Britain’s Fulmer Research Institute by 
catalytic action. In the process, titanium tetrachloride 
is passed over titanium ore and a catalyst under high 
temperature and low pressure, Fulmer is keeping the 
nature of the catalys: secret. The titanium in the ore 
absorbs some of the overload of chlorine and forms 
lower chlorides. Under reheating in an inert atmosphere, 
titanium tetrachloride is reproduced and beads of solid 
titanium are formed. Fulmer is building a pilot plant 
which may be completed in three years. This will permit 
an estimation of the cost of commercial production. No 
estimate was given of cost as compared with the mag- 
nesium reduction methed or the electrolytic processes 
now under development. Reputed advantages are that 
the metal need not be chipped out, it is a continuous 
method of production, it utilizes the ore directly, and 
the product is pure. 


CONTINUOUS CASTING OF STEEL shapes has been 
accomplished with a machine built by Koppe~s Co., Inc., 
of Pittsburgh, for Atlas Steels, Ltd., Welland, Ont. The 
machine transforms molten steel into a prescribed solidi- 
fied shape in a continuous line. The new four-story high 
machine is expected to greatly reduce scrap. In con- 
ventional casting the scrap loss runs from 10% to 20%. 
The surface and internal qualities of the product are 
equal to those of the conventional casting, according to 
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Koppers Co. The machine only requires 5 or 6 men to 
operate. 


The heart uf the machine is a water-cooled copper mold 
weighing 1,100 to 3,000 lb depending on the size of the 
billet or slab to be cast. Once the first metal to be 
formed has been held back long enough for the water- 
cooled sides of the mold to freeze the steel to mold shape, 
the congealed metal is withdrawn at a rate coinciding 
with the rate of “freezing” within the mold. The report 
indicated that Atlas hopes to increase the speed of the 
process to 100 in. per minute. Patents or. the casting 
machine are held by Continuous Metal<: s¢ Co., Inc, 


POWDERED STEEL AND PLASTIC are being put to- 
gether into a new product called “Devcon” by the pro- 
ducers, Chemical Development Corp., Danvers, Mass. 
“Devcon” is pliable as putty, yet hardens within two 
hours to a rigid, steel-like mass. It is a mixture of 80% 
powdered steel and 20% plastic —the latter is a new 
cold setting resin developed by the company. User of 
the product adds a bit of a special hardening agent sup- 
plied by the company and then stirs the mixture. It is 
then poured or pressed into the wanted shape, according 
to Albert M. Creighton, Jr., president of the firm, The 
material solidifies without the application of heat or 
pressure. 


The material is thought to be especially useful to metal 
workers and handymen. Many companies are expected 
to use it for “short run” molds and forming dies. Mr. 
Creighton said a steel forming die for the top of a home 
radiator might cost about $450 for materials and labor; 
the same die could be made of Devcon for $22 plus $2 


for labor. 


CENTRIFUGAL CASTING OF TITANIUM parts has 
been worked out by Wisconsin Centrifugal Foundry, Inc., 
of Waukesha, and Armour Research Foundation. M. E. 
Nevins, president of Centrifugal, says his system will 
greatly reduce costs and production time. He also says 
the system will greatly reduce the amount of raw metal 
used compared with the common forging method. 


LIQUID CERAMIC COATINGS can be sprayed on ma- 
terials. Developed at Illinois Institute of Technology's 
Armour Research Foundation, the coatings can be 
sprayed at only a few hundred degrees and will adhere 
to almost any solid surface. 


AUTOMATIC ZINC PLATING has been developed for 
steel cartridge cases at the Riverbank Ordnance Plant, 
Riverbank, Calif. The work is moved through the plating 
machine on an elevator conveyer. Cases are cathodic 
cleaned, rinsed, pickled, and anodic cleaned automati- 
cally according to Product Engineering. 


NICKEL-COBALT ALLOY film deposited over a master 
mold made of plastic may cut the cost of the molds 
used to form plastic products. The new process, devel- 
oped in Britain, will cut costs especially in making the 
plastic forming molds used in injection molding ma- 
chines. In these machines the plastic is forced into a 
steel mold made by a costly machining and tooling of 
the steel. The new process, using the tough nickel- 
cobalt alloy, eliminates the steel mold. The method is 
considered especially well adapted to producing intri- 
cate molds with great detail. 
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Alloys 


FERROCHROMIUM — Per Ib. of Cr: 
High carbon (4-9% C) 65-69% Cr, 
lump, carloads f.o.b. destination conti- 
nental U.S.A., 24%4c.; low carbon, 344ec 


FERROCOLUMBIUM — Per Ib. of Cb 
contained, 50-55%, $12. 


FERROMANGANESE-—$190 per net ton, 
74-76% Mn, f.o.b. Clairton, Sheridan and 
Johnstown, Pa.; Marietta and Ashtabula, 
Ohio; Alloy, W. Va.; Sheffield, Ala. 


FERROMOLYBDENUM, Etc Per Ib. 
of Mo contained, f.o.b. shipping point: 
Ferromolybdenum, 55-65% Mo, pow- 
dered, $1.57, all other sizes $1.49; cal- 
cium molybdate (CaO MoO,), $1.28; 
molybdic trioxide (MoO,) , bagged, $1.24, 
canned, $1.25. Effective Dec. 10 

Quantity extras, subject to change 
without notice, follow: 

5,000 Ib or more, base price; 1,000 Ib 
up to 5,000 lb, 2c; 500 Ib up to 1,000 lb, 
3c; 100 lb up to 500 lb, 6c; 25 lb up to 
100 lb, 6c plus $5 packing charge 


FERROPHOSPHORUS — Per gross ton, 
23-25% P, carloads f.o.b. Siglo, Mt. 
Pleasant, Tenn., $65. Unitage of $3 for 
each 1% of P above or below the 24% 
base. 


FERROSILICON — Per Ib. of contained 
Si, destination continental U.S.A.: 50% 
grade, 12c.; 75% grade 14.4c.; 90% grade, 
17.5c. 


FERROTITANIUM LOW - CARBON 
Per ib. of Ti contained: 25%, 0.10% C, 
$1.50; 40%, 0.10% C, $1.35, f.0.b. destina- 
tion east of Mississippi River. 


FERROTUNGSTEN — Per lb. of W con- 
tained, 72-82% W, $3.80 in lots of 10,000 
lb. or more 


FERROVANADIUM — Per lb. of V con- 
tained: Open hearth, $3.00; crucible, 
$3.10; low-carbon and silicon, $3.20. 


SILICOMANGANESE — Per lb. carload 
lots, f.o.b. shipping point, freight al- 
lowed: 65-68% Mn, max.142% C, 18-20% 
Si llc.; max. 2% C, 15-17% Si, 10.8c.; 
max. 3% C, 12-14%% Si, 10.6c 


SPIEGELEISEN—Per gross ton, carload 
lots, f.o.b. Palmerton, Pa.: 16-19% Mn, 
3% max. Si, $84; 19-21% Mn, $86; 21-23% 
Mn, $88.50; 23-25% Mn, $91. 


ZIRCONIUM ALLOY 12-15% Zr, 39- 
43% Si, 8c. per lb. bulk, carload lots; 
5-40% Zr, 47-52% Si, 20.25c. per Ib 


Zinc-Base Die Castings 


Shipments of zinc-base die castings in 
October totaled 38,522,000 pounds, 
against 36,103,000 pounds in September, 
the Bureau of the Census Reports. Un- 
filled orders for zinc-base die castings 
produced for sale as October ended to- 
taled 64, 098, 000 pounds, which compares 
with 55,529,000 pounds a month previous 
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E&MJ QUOTATIONS 





Daily Prices of Metals 


ELECTROLYTIC COPPER r — TIN — r——— LEAD - c—— ZINC = 
Domestic Export Straits 99% (a) , Delivered East 
Refinery Refinery New York New York How Zork St. Louls (b) St. I ouis 


29.700 32.375 89.000 88.000 15.000 14.800 12.000 11.500 
29.700 31.300 88.000 87.000 15.000 14.800 12.000 11.500 
No Market 31.875 88.000 87.000 15.000 14.800 12.000 11.500 
29.700 30.625 87.500 86.500 15.000 14.800 12.000 11.500 
29.700 31.425 85.625 84.625 15.000 14.800 12.000 11.500 
29.700 31.750 86.500 85.500 15.000 14.800 12.000 11.500 


Averages 29.700 31.558 87.438 86.438 15.000 14.800 12.000 11.500 


(a) Nominal Quotation for tin content 
(b) Prime Western Zinc sold on delivered basis at centers where freight from East St. Louis exceeds one-half cent a pound. 


Average Prices for calendar week ended Dec. 18 are: Domestic copper f.o.b. refinery, 29.700c.; export copper, f.o.b. refinery, 
31.404c.; Straits tin, 88.854c.: New York lead, 15.000c.; St. Louis lead, 14.800c.; Prime Western zinc delivered 12.000c.; East 
St. Louis zinc, 11.500c.; and silver, 85.250c. 


The above quotations are our appraisal of the obtaining in the open market and is based on sales obtaining over Prime Western sinc in the East St 
major United States markets, based on sales report- in the foreign market reduced to the f.0.b. refinery Louls market on the following grades, in cents per 
ed by producers and their agencies. They represent equivalent, Atlantic seaboard. On f.a.s. transactions pound: Selected 0.10c; Brass Special 0.25« in 
payments received by producers for the product we deduct 0.075c., for lighterage, etc., to arrive at termediate 0.5¢. High Grade sine sold on contract 
They are reduced to the basis of cash, New York or the f.o.b. refinery quotation delivered to the consumers’ plant, commands «4 
St. Louis, as noted. Prices in cents per pound Quotations for copper are for ordinary forms of premium of 1.55¢ per pound over the East St 

Copper, lead and zinc quotations are based on wirebars and ingot bars. The premiums on special Louis basis for Prime Western; on Special High 
sales for both prompt and future deliveries; tin shapes, effective in most instances on deliveries Grade the premium or differential is 1.50« per 
quotations are for prompt delivery only beginning Jan. 1, 1951, are: Standard ingots 0.125c pound, effective Jan. 1, 1951 

In the trade, domestic copper prices are quoted per pound; slabs 0.375c. and up, cakes 0.425c. and Quotations for lead are for the common grade 
on a delivered basis; that is, delivered at consum depending on weight and dimensions; billets and are based on sales of domestically refined meta! 
er's plants. As delivery charges vary with the desti- 1.35c¢c. and up, depending on dimensions and qua! sold to domestic consumers, The differential on 
nation, the figures shown above are net prices at Discount on cathodes 0.125« to 0.15% per sales in the Chicago district is 15 points under New 
refineries on the Atlantic seaboard. Delivered prices pound York; for California 20 pointe under New York; for 
in New England average 0.300c. per pound above Quotations for zinc refiects sales of the Prime New England add 7% points to the New York basis 
refinery basis Western grade as well as sales of other grades Corroding grade commands a premium over com 

Our export quotation for copper reflects prices when sold on a Prime Western basis. Premiums mon lead of 10 points 











Note: The daily quotations for copper, lead and zinc are weighted averages of sales reported to EAMJ; weekly averages are arithmetical 
averages of the daily quotations; monthly averages are the arithmetical averages of the daily quotations. 





Silver, Gold, and Sterling Exchange 


Sterling Silver London The daily New York silver quotation re foreign silver, the quotation also applies 
Exchange New York London Gold (a) ported by Handy & Harman is for sliver to domestic silver if such silver enters the 


contained in ores and other unrefined New York market 


278 7500 KS 250 74 250d 25ls 5lod silver-bearing materials in cents and The Treasury's purchase price of newly 
- ade . = : r . — fractions of a cent per troy ounce, It ts mined domestic silver was established at 
17 278.6250 85.250 74.250d. 251s. 6d. determined by Handy & Harman on the 90.5c. per troy ounce, 1000 fine, effective 
18 =u Not Quoted ie basis of actual sales of bar silver .999 fine on July 1, 1946 under an amendment to 
97087 « - in amounts of 50,000 ounces or more for the Silver Purchase Act of July 6, 10990 
20 278.7500 85.250 74.250d. 251s. 54d. nearby delivery at New York as reported London silver quotations are in pence 


21 278.8750 85.250 14 250d 251s 4d daily by regular suppliers, and is usually per troy ounce, basis .099 fine 
— - . . 3 one quarter cent below the price paid for London gold quotations are per troy 
278.7500 85.250 74.250d. 25l1s. 4d. such bar silver. this reduction being a basis 1000 fine 


ounce 








lowance to such suppliers for carrying Sterling quotations, in cents, represent 


Av. 278.750 85.250 (a) Open market delivering, and marketing. In addition to the demand market in the forenoon 


THIS WEEK’S BUSINESS INDICATORS 


Latest Preceding Month Year Net Change 
Week Week Ago Ago Year Ago 








Steel Rate (% of capacity in operation) ....... “en 73.6 (a)818 80.3 64.1 +95 
Steel Ingot Production, thousands of tons...... 1,756 (a) 1,950 1,915 1,444 +-312 
Automobile Production (cars and trucks)............. 180,087 (a) 176,075 160,097 132,093 +-47,994 
Electric Power Output (millions kwh.) 9,846 9,612 9,197 8,661 + 1,185 
Engr’g Const. Awards, 4-week daily av., in thousands (c) $50,319 $47,262 $52,808 $59,031 $8,712 
Federal Reserve Index of Industrial Production(e) .... 129 Nov. 126 129 0 
E&MJ Index of Nonferrous Metal Prices (b) 187.44 Nov. 187.50 180.45 + 6.99 
All Commodities, Bureau of Labor Statistics (e) 109.7 Nov. “a 109.7 109.8 1 
(a) Revised. (b) 100 is composite of 1922-3-4. (c) From Eng. News-Record. (d) Preliminary. (e) Base period 1947-49, 





London Metal Exchange 


— COPPER —— LEAD - ZINC P TIN 





Current Current 
Cash 3 Mo 3 Mo Month 3 Mo Cash 3 Mo 
Dec. Bid Asked Bid Asked : Bid Asked Bid Asked Bid Asked Bid Asked Bid Asked 


x 





16 279% 279% 266 266% 102% 103 82% 83 82 711% 712 711% 712 
17 281 282 266% 267 103% 102% 103 82 82% 81% 709% 710 710 = 710% 
20 282 282% 268 268% 103% 102% 102% 81% 82% 81% 691% 692% 692% 693% 
21 277 279 267% 268 103% 103 103% 83% 83% 82% 691 692 691 692 
22 278 278% 267% 268 104 =: 104% 103% 103% 83 883% 82 681 682 683 86684 


Prices are for the official a.m. session in pounds sterling per ton of 2240 Ib. Copper basis wire bars, lead 99.97%, zinc 98% and tin min. 99 75%. 
Note: For lead average, Monterrey, see page 11; U.S. Gold, see page 5 
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iron, Steel, and Coke 


PIG IRON — Per gross ton Valley fur- 
naces: Bessemer, $57.00; basic, $56.00, 
and No. 2 foundry, $56.50. 


STEEL — Per net ton, f.0.b. mill, Pitts- 
burgh, billets and slabs, $64; Bars per 
100 \lb., $4.30; plates and structural 
shapes, $4.25. 


COKE — Per ton, Connellsville furnace, 
$13.50@$14.00; foundry, $16.50@$17.00 


STEEL SCRAP — Per gross ton, deliv- 
ered Pittsburgh No. 1 heavy $32.00; 
No. 2 heavy $28.00; Cleveland, No. 1 
heavy $31.00; No, 2 heavy, $28.00. 


Refractories 


CHROME BRICK — Per ton f.o.b. ship- 
ping point: Chemically bonded $86; 
burned, $80. 


FIRECLAY BRICK—Per M, first qual- 
ity, $109.00, Missouri, Kentucky, Penn- 
sylvania; high heat quality, $102.00. 
Ohio, intermediate grade, $102.00; sec- 
ond quality, $93.00. 


MAGNESITE — Brick, per ton f.o.b. 
works, 9-in. straights, $109; chemically 
bonded, $97.50. 


SILICA BRICK —Per M., Pennsylvania, 
$115.00; Alabama, $120; Illinois, $130. 


October Copper Scrap Use Up 


Consumption of copper scrap con- 
tinued to rise in October, totaling 95,000 
tons compared with 89,000 tons in Sep- 
tember and 82,000 in August, accoraing 
to the Bureau of Mines. The October 
total was the highest for any month 
since the first half of 1953, when con- 
sumption was over 100,000 tons in five of 
the six months. These data do not in- 
clude consumption by foundries and 
chemical plants which would add from 
10 to 18% to each total. 

As in September, the brass mills were 
almost entireiy responsible for the in- 


crease, because consumption by smelters 
declined 1,000 tons, more than counter- 
balancing an 800-ton gain by the pri- 
mary producers. Consumption of old 
scrap by the brass mills, chiefly car- 
tridge cases, was also high, reaching 
9,000 tons in October. The labor strikes, 
which had idled American Brass Co. 
mills and some plants of other subsidi- 
aries of Anaconda Copper, were settled 
Oct. 11. 

Total recovery of aluminum, copper, 
lead, tin, nickel, and zine from copper- 
base scrap by brass mills, primary pro- 
ducers and secondary copper smelters, 
the principal consuming groups, in Oc- 
tober was 38,000 tons, 17,000 ions, and 
25,000 tons, respectively. 

. 
Refined Silver in U.S. 


Production of silver by US. refiners 
from crude material of foreign and do- 
mestic origin, in thousands of troy oz, 
according to the American Bureau of 
Metal Statistics: 


Domestic(a) Foreign 


39,341 
38,786 
30,371 


Totals 
76,711 
68,118 
51,748 
75,698 
73,791 
62,785 
79,724 
73,804 
76,898 
72,461 


January .... y J 6,046 
February ... . ‘ 6,957 
7,504 

7,351 

6,564 

252 6,821 

2,940 4,937 

2,795 5,574 

3,797 6,637 

3,126 6,243 

Totals . 31,524 33,110 64,634 


(a) Includes purchases of crude silver by 
the U.S. Mint. The sepaiation vetween silver 
of domestic and foreign origin is only ap- 
proximate. 





Brass and Bronze ingot 

85-5-5-5 (No. 115) 30c, 80-10-10 (No. 
305) 34c; 88-10-2 (No. 215) 39%c. Yel- 
low, 25%4c and upward. 





Supply and Consumption of Manganese 


(Bureau of Mines) 


Imports of manganese ore containing 35% or more Mn decreased 13% in Septem- 
ber, compared with August. Of total imports, India supplied 48%; Cuba 14%; Gold 
Coast 10%; Union of South Africa 9%; French Morocco 1%; and Mexico, Belgian 
Congo, Chile, Greece, and Angola the remaining 12%. The figures in the table are in 


short tons, 


Tri-State Concentrates 
Joplin, Dec. 21, 1954 
Blende Per Ton 
Prime coarse (jig and table 60% zinc). $68.00 
Flotation, 60% zine $68.00 
Galena 
Coarse and flotation, 80% lead... .(a)$187.85 


Smelters’ Aluminum Alloys 


Delivered prices of smelters’ alumi- 
num ingot, per pound, in lots of 10,000 
lb. or more. 

Piston alloy 214%c; No. 12 alloy, 2ic; 
No. 13 alloy, max. .30 copper, 24c. 

Deoxidizing grade: No. 1, 22c; No. 2, 
2l1c; No. 3, 20c; No. 4, 19@19%4c. 


Lead Average (Monterrey) 


The net price realized by the Ameri- 
can Smelting & Refining Co. on all of 
its sales of Mexican pig lead, including 
metal sold for consumpticn in Mexico, 
during the week ended Dec. 11, 1954, 
was 12.13c (U.S.) per lb., f.o.b. refinery 
Monterrey, Mex. 


Smelters’ Copper Scrap Prices 


Custom smelters’ buying prices for 
scrap, carload lots, refinery: 

No. 1 copper and wire, 29%c; No. 2 
heavy copper, 28c; light copper, 26%4c; 
refinery brass, 26c. 

* 


Dealers’ Scrap Prices 


Dealers’ buying prices, f.o.b. New 
York or equivalent freight points, for 
wholesale quantities, in cents per |b. 


No. 1 copper wire 2542@26 
Heavy copper & wire,mixed  24%@25 
Light copper 2242@23 
No. 1 composition 204@21 
Composition turnings 194@20 
Cocks and faucets 17% 
Light brass 124 
Yellow brass turnings, mix. 13% 
Heavy yellow brass, mixed. 134 
Auto radiators, unsweated. 16%4@17%4 

173 
Rod brass turnings, No. 1.. 134@14 
Rod ends, brass 154@16 
New soft brass clips 174@18 
Cast aluminum, mixed ll 
Aluminum crankcases ll 
Aluminum clips, new soft. . 14 
Sheet aluminum, old clean. 11 
Aluminum turnings, clean. 7% 
Zine die cast, mixed 3%@4 
Zinc die cast, new 44@5 


US. f= General Imports-——,-————— Exports . 
mines Ferroman- Ferroman- Net 
(a) Ore ganese (b) Ore ganese (b) supply 


1950 134,451 1,834,925 221,684 8,962 1,160 2,180,938 
1951 105,007 1,767,580 240,980 8,029 1,267 2,104,271 
1952 , 115,379 2,668,780 126,502 9,748 2,906 2,898,007 
1053 ........+. 157,536 3,500,986 252,012 6,894 2,936 3,900,704 


1954: 


Ist quarter 46,200 
2nd quarter . 46,800 
July cesses 219,600 


4%@5 
New zinc clips 6@64 
Soft or hard lead 11%@12 
Battery plates 6@6% 
Babbitt mixed........ ied 14 
Linotype or stereotype 143 
Electrotype 124 
Solder joints close cut 174 
Block tin pipe 78 
Autobearing babbitt 48 
Monel clips, new 25@27 
Monel sheet, clean 25@27 
Nickel, rod ends... . 4 coe 60 
Nickel, clippings....... ; 60 


Consump- 
tion (c) 


1,838,000 
2,121 ,000 
1,918,000 
2,254,000 


769,827 58,574 1.468 736 
562,867 17,342 2,156 1,188 
148,301 3,408 331 260 
August 18,300 173,545 9,230 417 258 200,400 135,000 
September 15,000 151,726 4,454 613 450 170,117 127,000 
(a) Shipments. (b) In terms of ore. Includes manganese metal and misce/laneous alloys 
(ce) Censumption of ore. plus ferro-alloy imports in terms of ore adjusted for change in ferro- 
alloy stocks. 


872,397 
623,665 
170,718 


436 ,000 
440,000 
122,000 


10 Dee, 23,1954 * E&MJ Metal & Mineral Markets 





every grade of ZINC 


for urgent military and 


civilian requirements 


SLAB ZINC 


/> 


Oz 
| 


!/ : 
/ AMERICAN ZINC SALES COMPANY 


Distributors for 


AMERICAN ZINC, LEAD & SMELTING COMPANY 





Columbus, O. Chicago St. Louis New York 
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Gold = Silver 
Lead om Zinc 
Bismuth sual - Cadmium 


Arsenic Sy —— Tellurium 


Antimonial Lead 


UNITED STATES SMELTING 
REFINING AND MINING COMPANY 


57 WILLIAM STREET SALES OFFICE NEW YORK, N.Y. 








Kennecott Copper Corporation 
Kennecott Sales Corporation 


Producers and Sellers of 


Electrolytic Copper 
Chino Fire Refined Copper (K.C.M.) 
Braden Fire Refined Copper (««-, 
Molybdenite 


Offices 


161 East 42nd St., New York 17, N.Y. 
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